Contents 


Preface of the series editors 5 
Acknowledgements 11 
Introduction 13 
1 Relative Chronology of Tripolye: Research History and 17 
State of the Art 

1.1 Early typological models 18 

1.2 Passek’s general periodisation of Tripolye 19 
1.2.1 Passek’s contribution 19 

1.2.2 Tripolye ABC: Passek’s general chronological scale 21 

1.3 Typo-chronological alterations to Passek’s periodisation 26 
1.3.1 Chronology and spatial diversity: Chernysh approach 27 

1.4 From a monolithic Tripolye to a series of local-chronological 28 

groups 

1.4.1 Zakharuk’s framework: ethnicity and material culture 28 

1.4.2 Tripolye: Zakharuk’s model 30 

1.4.3 The development of the method of singling out local variants 32 

1.4.4 ‘Eastern’ Tripolye 33 

1.4.5 ‘Western’ Tripolye 39 

1.5 Conclusions 44 

1.6 Research gaps and future tasks 48 


2 Introduction to the mega-site region, research questions, 51 
sources 


2.1 Research questions 52 
2.2 Definition of the study region 52 
2.3 Geography of the study region 55 
2.3.1 Tectonics 56 
2.3.2 Relief 58 
2.3.3 Hydrology 59 
2.3.4 Soils 65 
2.3.5 Vegetation 65 


2.3.6 Climate 68 


2.4 Previous relative chronology of Tripolye sites 
2.5 Sources for chronological constructions 
2.5.1 Sites of the region 
2.5.2 Pottery 
2.5.2.1 Ceramics manufacturing technology 
2.5.2.2 Capacity 
2.5.2.3 Morphology. Typology of vessel shapes 
2.5.2.4 Decoration 
2.5.3 Radiocarbon dates 
2.6 Research methods 
2.6.1 Pottery analysis 
2.6.2 Modelling of '*C dates 
2.6.3 Analysis of settlement patterns 


3 Chronology on a local scale: the case of Talianki 
3.1 General information 
3.1.1 Discovery and excavations 
3.1.2 Archaeomagnetic plans 
3.1.3 Topography 
3.2 Research questions 
3.3 Data base 
3.3.1 The archaeomagnetic plan 
3.3.2 Excavations 
3.4 Models of formation and development 
3.5 C dates of Talianki 
3.5.1 Calculating dating probabilities of individual house areas 
3.6 Talianki pottery 
3.6.1 Methodological remarks 
3.6.2 Testing Ryzhov's typology 
3.6.3 Ceramic typology 
3.6.3.1 Typology of shapes 
3.6.3.2 Classification of decoration 
3.6.3.3 ‘Signs’ - separately-standing decoration components 
3.6.4 Analyses of pottery 
3.6.4.1 Combination of forms of decoration at the level of 
individual vessel units 
3.6.4.2 Combination of shapes and forms of decoration at the 
level of house inventories 
3.7 Interpretation of C dates and pottery analysis 
3.8 Conclusions 


4 Chronology on a regional scale: sites of the Sinyukha 
river basin 

4.1 Key sites: selection and overview 

4.2 C dates 
4.2.1 The selection of samples 
4.2.2 The analyses of the 14C samples per site 
4.2.3 Remarks on the methodology 
4.2.4 The sequence of key sites 


69 
72 
72 
78 
79 
81 
82 
88 
92 
93 
93 
94 
94 


95 
95 
95 
95 
96 
97 
97 
97 
98 
99 
101 
101 
103 
103 
105 
107 
107 
108 
109 
110 
110 


112 


121 
125 


127 


127 
136 
136 
137 
151 
151 


4.3 Regional analyses of pottery 158 


4.3.1 The data base 158 
4.3.2 Technology: Kitchenware versus other ware 158 
4.3.2.1 Tripolye kitchenware from Sinyukha. ‘Western Tripolye’ 160 
pots 

4.3.2.2 Early and ‘Eastern’ Tripolye kitchenware 164 
4.3.2.3 Final Tripolye 166 
4.3.2.4 Interpretation and consequences 167 
4.3.3 Vessels’ morphology 168 
4.3.3.1 Testing the relative chronology by Ryzhov (1999) 168 
4.3.3.2 Research questions 171 
4.3.3.3 Measurements of ceramics 172 
4.3.3.4 Morphological types of vessels 180 
4.3.3.5 Summary 189 
4.3.4 Capacity 190 

4.4, Interpretation and conclusions: Tripolye development 197 
5 Tripolye mega and smaller sites of the Sinyukha river 201 

basin 


5.1 Commonly discussed narratives on the history of Tripolye sites 201 
between the Southern Bug and the Dnieper 


5.2 The correlation of the sites’ data set with the seven-phase 204 
development of Tripolye in the Sinyukha river basin 
5.3 Exploring the threshold between small and large sites 206 
5.4 Lifetime of individual Tripolye sites 211 
5.4.1 Single site duration model 211 
5.4.2 Discussion 213 
5.4.3 Lifetime of a Tripolye site: conclusions and perspectives 215 
5.5 Chalcolithic settlements in the Sinyukha basin: structural 217 
changes, periods of development, model of social organisation 
5.5.1 Regional settlement dynamics 217 
5.5.2 Settlement organisation 218 
5.5.3 Pottery styles 223 
5.5.4 ‘Special finds’ 225 
5.5.5 In search of a model of social organisation 231 
5.5.6 Periodisation 235 
5.6 Tripolye sites in time and space 236 
5.6.1 Spatial distribution of settlements in diachronic perspective 236 
5.6.2 Density of the sites 238 
5.6.3 Comparison of the spatial distribution of Tripolye 240 
settlements and Ukrainian villages 

5.6.4 The Sinyukha river basin throughout history 242 
Conclusions 245 
Pe3srome 251 


References 259 


Appendices 

Appendix 1. List of Tripolye sites in the study region 

Appendix 2. List of C dates 

Appendix 3. Percentages of kitchen and table wares in key-sites 
of the Sinyukha River Basin 

Appendix 4. Capacity and dimensions of vessels from key sites 
in the Sinyukha River Basin 

Appendix 5. List of Tripolye house models 

Appendix 6. List of Tripolye sledge models 

Appendix 7. Diachronic land use history in the 20 km catchment 
of Maidanetske from the Palaeolithic to modern times: periods, 
sites and cultural classifications 

Appendix 8. Typology of vessel shapes 

Appendix 9. Drawings of ceramic vessels in house inventories 
from key sites of the Sinyukha River Basin 


